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Utilizing Alternative Printing Options
The Print module in Lightroom also includes several alternative printing 
options, such as the ability to print in draft mode, print to a 16-bit printer, and 
create a JPEG file of a print layout.

Print in Draft Mode
If saving time is more important to 

you than producing high-quality 

prints, you can enable Draft Mode 

Printing. With this mode, Lightroom 

reads the image data from the image 

previews, which doesn’t take as long 

to process. 

 1. With a multipage layout already 
set up in the Print module, choose 
Window, Panels, Print Job to dis-
play the Print Job panel.

 2. At the top of the Print Job panel, 
choose Printer from the Print To 
drop-down list.

 3. Enable the Draft Mode Printing 
option in the Print Job panel.

 4. Choose File, Print or click the Print 
button located in the lower-right 
corner of the interface. 

 5. In the Print dialog box, click Print.

Render 1:1 Previews
To generate better-quality Draft 
Mode prints, choose Library, 
Previews, Render 1:1 Previews 
prior to printing.
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Print 16-Bit Images
Most inkjet printers are only capable 

of reading 8-bit image data, but 

there are a few models, such as the 

Canon ipf5000, that are now enabled 

for 16-bit printing. Recognizing 

this new and emerging technol-

ogy, Adobe has included a 16-bit 

Output feature in Lightroom. To take 

advantage of this feature (provided 

you already have a 16-bit-enabled 

printer), you must enable the 16-bit 

Output option in the Print Job panel.

 1. With a print layout already set 
up in the Print module, choose 
Window, Panels, Print Job to dis-
play the Print Job panel.

Keyboard Shortcuts
Press Cmd+6 (Mac) or Ctrl+6 
(Win) to show or hide the Print 
Job panel quickly.

 2. Enable the 16-Bit Output option 
in the Print Job dialog box.

 3. Choose File, Print or click the Print 
button in the lower-right corner 
of the interface.

 4. In the Print dialog box, choose the 
preferred print settings and click 
Print.
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Print to JPEG File
The Print to JPEG feature enables 

you to generate JPEG images of your 

contact sheets rather than sending 

the data to a printer. This feature is 

especially useful for creating contact 

sheets that you can email to a client, 

or for creating JPEG print files of indi-

vidual photos that others can share 

and print from.

 1. With a print layout already set 
up in the Print module, choose 
Window, Panels, Print Job to dis-
play the Print Job panel.

Keyboard Shortcuts
Press Cmd+6 (Mac) or Ctrl+6 
(Win) to show or hide the Print 
Job panel quickly.

 2. At the top of the Print Job dialog 
box, choose JPEG File from the 
Print to drop-down list.

 3. Adjust the JPEG Quality slider in 
the Print Job dialog box to deter-
mine the quality of JPEG compres-
sion to apply.

 4. Choose File, Print or click the Print 
to File button in the lower-right 
corner of the interface.

 5. In the Print dialog box, enter a 
name for the JPEG file in the Save 
As field.

 6. Choose a save location for the 
JPEG file on your system.

 7. Click Save.
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