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Database-Design
Diagram Symbols

 

The symbols I’ve used throughout the book to diagram data structures, 

relationships, relationship characteristics, and key designations are 

presented here for quick and easy reference.

DATA TABLE

SUBSET TABLE VALIDATION TABLE

LINKING TABLE VIEW

Table and View Structures
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 Database-Design Diagram Symbols

Relationship Types

One-to-One

One-to-Many

Many-to-Many

Dual Table Single Table

(C) Cascade

(D) Deny

Deletion Rules

(N) Nullify

(R) Restrict

(S) Set Default

Type of Participation

Mandatory Participation

Optional Participation

Degree of Participation

(1,8)

Minimum number of
related records allowed

Maximum number of
related records allowed

PK Primary Key

CCK Composite Candidate KeyCK Candidate Key

AK Alternate Key

FK Foreign Key

Key Designations

CFK Composite Foreign Key

CAK Composite Alternate Key

CPK Composite Primary Key


