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 Waste to Wealth—A Distant Dream?: 

Challenges in the Waste Disposal Supply 
Chain in Bangalore, India  

     M. Ramasubramaniam  †   and P. Chandiran  ‡        

     Introduction  
 Bruhat Bangalore MahanagaraPalike (BBMP), a Karnataka state 

government authority, had recently set an ultimatum that waste seg-
regation at the source will be compulsory for all Bangalore citizens 
beginning October 1, 2012. But the mandate received a very poor 
response. According to BBMP data, 3,281 tons of total waste was gen-
erated that day, out of which the segregated garbage accounted for 
515 tons. The response was particularly poor in southern zones.  

 Palike publicized in different areas of Bangalore to meet the Octo-
ber 1, 2012 deadline. However, the efforts did not yield the desired 
result because Palike failed to provide enough awareness to citizens 
regarding the necessity of segregation of waste at the source. There 
were neither door-to-door campaigns to educate the masses nor any 
meetings with local residents’ welfare associations or voluntary orga-
nizations to create the necessary awareness. Monisha Ghoshbag, a 
Bangalore resident, noted:  
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   But the pourakarmika who comes to my street does not under-
stand the concept of segregated waste. I have started giving her 
only wet waste daily. Once the dry waste accumulates I give it 
separately. On days when I give her both, she does not under-
stand and ends up mixing them in her “dabba” (box). My week’s 
efforts are wasted with her one minute’s act of waste mixing. 
She says no one instructs her like I do in that area and yet at the 
end of it all, she ignores what I say.    

 If a tepid response to the BBMP’s call is a concern on one hand, 
the failure of the existing landfill model is another. Even while the 
BBMP started experimenting with the new system, residents in vil-
lages on the city’s periphery were angry because they bore the brunt 
of tons of unprocessed waste being piled up in the nearby landfills for 
years.  

 During the month of August, the Karnataka State Pollution Con-
trol Board (KSPCB) caved in to years of protests by residents of 
Mavallipura, where the city’s largest landfill is located, and was forced 
to shut down the solid waste management site.  

 If the reports from KSPCB are to be believed, instead of process-
ing the waste, the site had simply been piling on mountains of garbage 
without processing. This action by KSPCB also meant that the loads 
that were sent to other landfills that were already running well over 
capacity doubled and tripled overnight. These issues are only indica-
tive of a bigger problem the city is confronting.   

  Bangalore: City Statistics  1     
 Bangalore is spread over an area of 800 sq. km. As of 2008, the 

population of Bangalore was 78 lakhs (7.8 million). There are 2.5 mil-
lion houses and 350,000 commercial properties in the city. According 
to BBMP administrative classification, Bangalore has been divided 
into 8 zones and further into 198 wards. The estimated municipal 
solid waste generation during 2009 from all sources was 3000 tons/
day.  

  1    http://218.248.45.169/download/health/swm.pdf  

http://218.248.45.169/download/health/swm.pdf
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