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Planet Broadband is a small book, 136 pages, that covers the history, present, and future of broadband technology.   The author, Rouzbeh Yassini, writes with a style that is easy for the non-technical reader.  This is not a book that will help you troubleshoot your network, not even your broadband home network.  However, it would be helpful to the person who has to sell broadband either to the public or investors.  Throughout the book the technical reader will sense that Yassini actually has a deep understanding of this subject:  he has, after all, been called “the father of the cable modem.”  Yet he manages to make it simple, keeping the chapters short, with a summary at the end.  The art of finding words to describe a networking concept that took a IT person a 100 hours of reading to understand to accountants and investors, is probably why Yassini has enjoyed great success as an entrepreneur in broadband. 

One of the key objectives of Planet Broadband is defining broadband and how it will change so much about how we live.  Yassini defines broadband as “a means for communicating in the language of digital media, over very fast networks, with something we call always-on connectivity.”    For Yassini, this means Cable or DSL.  So this popular meaning of the term has evolved from the original baseband/broadband differentiation in classic networking.  Although people initially buy broadband for the speed, the fact that it is so readily available with just a click, compared to the several minutes connecting through dialup is often what keeps users paying for the service.    This makes for a phenomenon know as “information snacking.”    The Internet PC has moved from the study, to the living room and kitchen counter top.  Any time we have a question or need information, it is immediately there.  

In chapter 3, “Broadband Bazaar,” the author gives a good summary of the history how broadband got to where it is today.  He covers some of the obstacles that originally stopped the Internet from working over television cable.  Some of these problems are still not overcome, such as the fact that the infrastructure is far more superior at transferring data downstream than upstream.  This chapter probably would be the most interesting to the technical student. Although basic, there is likely some detail here that you didn’t already know, and it is has a historical interest.   For example, he discusses how some of the first implementations for cable data were municipalities.  Cable companies did this at a loss at the time for the sake of goodwill with the communities, while they getting there lines stretched across right-of-ways.  Yassini focuses more on the cable modem vs. DSL.  He makes no apologies for this, as it is his specialty.   He seems to feel that the more players there are in this, the greater the value for the consumer.  

Analogies are made throughout the book to electricity, telephones, and television to broadband Internet.  The author points out how long it took for these technologies to become popular from their first inception.  Many statistics are put forth to show how broadband has grown even more rapidly than any of these.  Not only in the U.S. but also worldwide.  Indeed, it is pointed out that in Korea “more than half of the nation’s 15 million households are now connected to high-speed networks that allow them to attend school, watch soap operas, and play games…”
 

If you are a technician who is weary of all the complicated reading you must do, Planet Broadband might be an alternative to refresh your brain. If you are not technical, you will enjoy it perhaps even more.  Stewart Schley, Roger Brown, and Leslie Ellis are given credit as contributing authors.    In my opinion, this book is much better written than most information technology books.  

