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Tutorial Example: Getting Started with HTML

Most people create Web pages in a language called HTML. Don’t worry—HTML is not a 
full-fledged computer language; you do not need a degree in computer science to use it. 
In fact, creating Web pages with HTML can be a lot of fun. 

In this first lesson, you will create a Web page. To perform this lesson, you’ll need a personal 
computer (PC) running Windows. The version of Windows you use isn’t important. If 
your PC is newer than 1995 or so, you are all set. Your PC must have a browser installed. 
A browser is a program that allows you to access Web sites. The most popular browser is 
named Internet Explorer, and it is installed on almost every modern PC. However, your PC 
might also have a different browser (such as Netscape or Firefox). For this lesson, any 
browser is fine. 

To begin the lesson, you must invoke the text editor named Notepad by selecting Start-
>Program->Accessories->Notepad. The Notepad program will spring to life. Enter the fol-
lowing text into Notepad:

  <p>HTML is better than ice cream.</p>

Enter that text exactly as it appears. Notice that the closing </p> contains a slash, but the 
opening <p> does not. 

Congratulations—you just created the HTML for a Web page. To save this HTML, select 
File->Save. A menu appears, asking you to select the file in which to save this masterpiece. 
Save the file at the following pathname: 

  C:\Temp\IceCream.htm

Note that the filename must have the suffix .htm. If you give the file some other suffix (or 
omit a suffix), then this lesson will not work.

You are finished with Notepad, so feel free to close it. 

To end this lesson, open your Web page in a browser. There are several ways to do this. 
One fairly simple way is to do double-click My Computer, and then to navigate to the 
C:\Temp folder. After arriving, double-click on the IceCream.htm document. If you did 
everything properly, your browser should display a Web page containing the following text:

  HTML is better than ice cream.

Notice that your browser does not display the <p> or the </p>. 
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